
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C., 20460 

Alexander Mesmer 
Beveridge & Diamond 
1350 I Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 

MAR \ 2 2020 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request (EPA-HQ-2020-002833) 

Dear Mr. Mesmer: 

OFFICE OF 

ENFORCEMENT AND 

COMPLIANCE ASSURANCE 

This transmittal is in response to your FOIA Request EP A-HQ-2020-00283 3, submitted 
February 06, 2020. You requested a copy of all semi-annual compliance reports for the July 1 to 
December 31, 2019 period submitted by Columbian Chemicals Company to the EPA in relation to its 1) 
Hickok, Kansas and 2) North Bend, Louisiana facilities pursuant to the Consent Decree entered by the 
court on June 1, 2018. 

The Agency has completed its response to your request. Your request is denied. 

There is one document that is responsive to your request (the requested semi-annual report). The 
Agency is withholding it in full, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4), as the document contains a claim of 
confidential business information. 

CBI Determination Process 

As noted above, the Agency has determined that some information responsive to your request 
may contain trade secrets or commercial or financial information which is exempt from disclosure 
under 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4). Pursuant to 40 C.F.R. § 2.204(d)(l ), your request is initially denied with 
respect to these portions of records, and the EPA must undergo a confidential business determination 
to determine whether or not the initially withheld information may be disclosed. If you are interested in 
the EPA pursuing this confidential business information determination, please request a determination 
within 90 calendar days from the date of this letter. The EPA will consult with the third parties in 
connection with their business confidentiality claims and then issue a final determination. You may 
request a determination through any of the channels described below for communicating an appeal, or 
you may do so in the same communication as an appeal. 






